though most ancient bath tub I had ever seen, with the hottest
water, and meals of such ostentatious plenty that I began to
suspect them.

Also I had a series of telephone calls from unknown but
friendly ladies, a thing that mystified me, because my colleagues
were not similarly honoured, and my face, although it had
healed well from the burns of 1918, is not of the kind that
makes the female population abandon all reserve for the sake
of knowing me, but afterwards I found that my predecessor in
this room had been an enterprising American, the news of
whose departure had not yet reached the outer world.

It was an efficient hotel, one of the two or three still main-
tained for the shelter of foreigners, I believe, and in the hall
was a list of the excursions you might make. Bars and beauty
spots were lacking, but it contained such items as a visit to the
home for reformed prostitutes, a thing I had no time to see.

The one urgent hint I had had from Soviet circles before
leaving London for Moscow was not to forget a tail-coat, white
tie and medals, and in the proletarian capital I spent a great
deal of time in these clothes. My war medals, indeed, I wore for
the first time in Moscow. In the evenings there were recep-
tions, and vodka and caviare, and all around just the same
crowd of tall an4 short, fat and thin people, all looking rather
absurd in evening clothes and orders, that high society
produces anywhere.

And then Litvinoff proposed the health of His Britannic
Majesty King George V, and somewhere in darkest England
Colonel Blimp wrote to the papers to say that the news had
nearly made him sick at breakfast. I wonder why. Because
Litvinoff was Russian? Russia was our ally. Because Litvinoff
was not Russian, but a Jew? His Britannic Majesty had had
Jewish Ministers. Because people were shot out of hand in the
Soviet Union ('Hand in hand with Murder5)? Innumerable
British peers and baronets found their way to Hitler's dinner-
table not long after the great clean-up; Hitler's most constant
admirers in England are found in these classes. No, I think